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Method of and apparatus for detecting an amount of displacement 



(54 

(57) This invention relates to a method of and an 
apparatus for detecting the amount of displacement of 
an object by the use of two periodic signals having a pre- 
determined phase difference therebetween which are 
outputted in conformity with the displacement of the 



object. The apparatus has means for detecting the two 
periodic signals, means for calculating the ratio between 
the two periodic signals, and means for obtaining the 
amount of displacement of the object from the value of 
the ratio by reference to prestored data. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Fi$ld Qf th9 Invention 

This invention relates to a method of and an apparatus for interpolating a periodic signal and detecting the amount 
of displacement of a position, an angle or the like more finely than a single period by the use of a detector generating a 
periodic signal in conformity with the displacement of a position or an angle. 

10 

Related Background Art 

Figures 4A and 4B of the accompanying drawings show an example of an interpolation method for a position or 
angle signal according to the conventional art, and more particularly illustrates an interpolation method having interpo- 
15 lation data corresponding to a single period. 

In Figure 4A, the reference characters a and b designate two periodic signals differing in phase by 90° from each 
other, and more particularly position or angle signals obtained from a detector such as an encoder. The A-axis represents 
the amplitude value of the periodic signal a and the B-axis represents the amplitude value of the periodic signal b. Also, 
the axis of abscissas represents the rotational angle e of the detector. It is to be understood that these periodic signals 
20 are normalized and are vibrating within a range of ± about zero (0). 

When as shown in Figure 4B, the amplitudes of the periodic signals a and b are described with the B-axis and the 
A-axis taken as the axis of ordinates and the axis of abscissas, respectively, there can be described a circle 21 repre- 
sentative of a phase. The signal states of the periodic signals a and b are a=1 and b=0, respectively, and are the position 
of the point c of arrow. The phase rotates counter-clockwisely from this point c in accordance with the fluctuation of the 
25 signals. 

A table 22 represents the arrangement of interpolation data when a period is divided into sixteen, and interpolation 
data corresponding to the phases of the signals are stored in advance therein. Numerals in the circle 21 indicate the 
order of areas in the 1/16 period, and the interpolation data fluctuate from 1 to 16 corresponding to the fluctuation of the 
signals. By this, a period of the signals can be interpolated into 16. 
30 Numerals in the table 22 are a plurality of same numerals set in order to cope with the strain of the signals. When 
the table 22 is to be referred to from the values of the periodic signals a and b, the respective periodic signals are A/D- 
con verted and the converted digital signals are used. 

Description will now be made of a method of interpolating a period by interpolation data corresponding to 1/8 period. 

Figure 5 of the accompanying drawings shows an example of the interpolation method for a position or angle signal 
35 according to the conventional art, and more particularly illustrates a method of interpolating a period by interpolation 
data corresponding to 1/8 period. 

In Figure 5, a circle 31 represents a phase obtained from two periodic signals a and b, as in Figure 4B, and numerals 
in the circle 31 each indicate what areas in 1/8 period when a phase corresponding to a single period is divided into eight. 

If here, in the area in what 1/8 period the current phase is is known, the whole of a period can be interpolated into 
40 the table storing interpolation data therein if only the interpolation data corresponding to 1/8 period is had. 

A case where a single period is divided into 512 will hereinafter be described as an example. 

To divide a single period into 512, use can be made of a table having interpolation data for subdividing, for example, 
areas divided into 8 into 64. 

For example, when the current phase is in the third area, what number the area is is first found, and then where the 
45 area is is found by the use of the interpolation data in the table, if an interpolation value corresponding to the final value 
of the second area (128 if a period is divided into 512) is added to that value a correct interpolation value in a single 
period can be obtained. 

Also, when the phase is in the second area, assuming a circle representing a phase having the A-axis as the axis 
of ordinates and the B-axis as the axis of abscissas, the table of the first area can be used. That is, if tentative data is 
so obtained by the use of the table of the first area, whereafter the tentative data is subtracted from a value corresponding 
to the final value of the second area, a correct interpolation value in the second area can be obtained. 

Specifically, assuming that in the case of the second area, the table of the first area is used and 50 has been obtained 
as the tentative value, the true interpolation value is 78(=1 28-50). 

In a similar manner, in the first, fifth and seventh areas, values 0, 256 and 384 are added to the interpolation data, 
55 and in the fourth, sixth and eighth areas, the tentative data is subtracted from values 256, 384 and 512, respectively, 
whereby the true interpolation value in a period can be obtained. 

As described above, depending on in which of the areas divided into eight the phase is, addition or subtraction can 
be done to thereby interpolate all of a period. 
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The position or angle from a reference point can be found by adding the interpolation value obtained in the manner 
described above to a value N counted once each time zero (0) is crossed (one full rotation). 

However, among the interpolation methods for a position or angle signal according to the conventional art as 
described above, in the method having interpolation data corresponding to a single period, a table having interpolation 
5 data corresponding to a period is referred to by the use of two periodic signals and therefore, the table becomes two- 
dimensional and a number of addresses for referring to the interpolation value becomes necessary. That is, the address 
capacity becomes approximately twice the number of interpolation data, and this leads to the problem that an attempt 
to increase the number of interpolation data would require a larger memory space. 

On the other hand, the method of dividing a period into eight and finding the interpolation value in the area of 1/8 
io period, and thereafter adding or subtracting a predetermined value in conformity with the position of the area requires 
the process of adding or subtracting depending on the phase of the periodic signals and this leads to the cumbersome- 
ness of the process and therefore, much time may be required for positioning and it may be required for positioning and 
it may become difficult to make the performance of the apparatus high. 

In this method, unless the amplitudes are equal and the offset is zero, the result of interpolation will not be kept 
is linear and sufficient accuracy will not be obtained. Unless in the vicinity of the boundary of interpolation, the phase 
difference is exactly 90°, the fluctuation of the position or angle and the result of interpolation will not be kept linear and 
sufficient accuracy will not be obtained. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

20 

The present invention has been made in order to solve the above-noted problems peculiar to the conventional art 
and an object thereof is to provide an interpolation method for a position or an angle in which the memory capacity of 
a reference table is reduced and which is simple in processing. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide an interpolation method which can cope with even the deviation 
25 of the amplitudes, offset and phase difference of signals from ideal values which must be considered in an actual encoder 
signal and is resultantly good in accuracy. 

Inorder to achieve the above objects, one form of the displacement amount detecting method of the present invention 
is a displacement amount detecting method for detecting the amount of displacement of an object by the use of two 
periodic signals having a predetermined phase difference therebetween which are outputted in conformity with the dis- 
30 placement of the object, 
characterized by the steps of: 

detecting the two periodic signals; 

calculating the ratio between the two periodic signals; and 

obtaining the amount of displacement of the object from the value of the ratio by reference to prestored data. 
35 A preferred form of the displacement amount detecting method further has the step of making the amplitudes of the 
detected two periodic signals substantially equal to each other. 

A preferred form of the calculating step has the step of replacing denominator and numerator with each other so 
that the ratio may be less than 1 in conformity with the magnitudes of the periodic signals. 

A preferred form of the prestored data has data corresponding to 1/8 period of the periodic signals. 
40 A preferred form of the displacement amount detecting method further has the step of correcting the phases of the 
two periodic signals into the predetermined pase difference. 

A preferred form of the number of the prestored data is a power of 2. 

One form of the displacement amount detecting apparatus of the present invention is a displacement amount detect- 
ing apparatus for detecting the amount of displacement of an object by the use of two periodic signals having a prede- 
45 termined phase difference therebetween which are outputted in conformity with the displacement of the object, 
characterized by: 

means for detecting the two periodic signals; 

means for calculating the ratio between the two periodic signals; and 

means for obtaining the amount of the object from the value of the ratio by reference to prestored data. 
so A preferred form of the displacement amount detecting apparatus further has means for making the amplitudes of 
the detected two periodic signals substantially equal to each other. 

A preferred form of the calculating means has means for replacing denominator and numerator with each other so 
that the ratio may be less than 1 in conformity with the magnitudes of the periodic signals. 

A preferred form of the prestored data has data corresponding to 1/8 period of the periodic signals. 
55 A preferred form of the displacement amount detecting apparatus further has means for correcting the phases of 
the two periodic signals into the predetermined phase difference. 

A preferred form of the number of the prestored data is a power of 2. 



3 



EP000704678A1 [htt p://www .qet thepatent.com/Lo q in. dog/$andfeski/.@371 1%2D000120USNP/Fetch/EP000704678A1 cpc?fromCache=1part=maintoolPaqe 4 of 24 



EP 0 704 678 A1 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figures 1 A, 1 B and 1 C show a first embodiment of an interpolation method for a position or angle signal according 
to the present invention, Figure 1 A being a signal graph, Figure 1 B being a state transition chart of signs, and Figure 
5 1 C representing the table of phase and interpolation data. 

Figure 1 D represents the table of an interpolation value and an index. 
Figure 1 E shows a format. 

Figures 1F and 1G represent the tables of angles and indices. 

Figures 2A and 2B show a means for realizing the interpolation method for a position or angle signal shown in 
10 Figures 1 A to 1G. Figure 2A being a block diagram of an apparatus, and Figure 2B representing the construction of a 
detection signal. 

Figure 3 shows a second embodiment of the interpolation method for a position or angle signal according to the 
present invention. 

Figure 4A shows an example of the interpolation method for a position or angle signal according to the conventional 
15 art, and Figure 4B illustrates an interpolation method having interpolation data corresponding to a period. 

Figure 5 shows an example of the interpolation method for a position or angle signal according to the art, and more 
particularly illustrates a method of interpolating a period by interpolation data corresponding to 1/8 period. 

Figure 6 shows a third embodiment of the present invention. 

Figures 7A and 7B illustrate the amplitude correction of the present invention. 
20 Figure 8 shows a fourth embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 9 illustrates the phase relation between two periodic signals. 

Figure 10 is a flow chart for obtaining a point of intersection. 

Figure 1 1 is a flow chart for obtaining a point of intersection. 

Figure 12 is an illustration for obtaining a phase error. 
25 Figures 13A, 13B and 13C are tables representing the relations between the point of intersection and the phase 
and between sine and cosine. 

PESCRIPTIQN QF THE PREFERRED EMBQPIMENTS 

30 Some embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be described with reference to the drawings. 

Figures 1 A to 1 G show an embodiment of an interpolation method for a position or angle signal according to the 
present invention, Figure 1A being a signal graph, Figure 1B being a state transition chart of signs, and Figure 1C 
representing the table of phase and interpolation data. 

Figures 2A and 2B show a means for realizing the interpolation method for a position or angle signal shown in 
35 Figures 1 A to 1G, Figure 2A being a block diagram of an apparatus, and Figure 2B representing the construction of a 
detection signal. 

In Figure 1 A, the reference characters a and b designate two periodic signals differing in phase by 90° from each 
other, and more particularly position or angle signals obtained from a detector. The A-axis represents the amplitude 
value of the periodic signal a, and the B-axis represents the amplitude value of the periodic signal b. The axis of abscissas 
40 represents the rotational angle 6 of the detector. It is to be understood that these periodic signals are normalized and 
are vibrating within a range of ±1 about zero (0). 

When as shown in Figure 1 C, the amplitudes of the periodic signals a and b are described with the B-axis and the 
A-axis taken as the axis of ordinates and the axis of abscissas, respectively, there can be described a circle 1 repre- 
sentative of a phase. In the present embodiment, 1/4 periods each are interpolated, and numerals in the circle 1 indicate 
45 the order of areas in a period. 

Interpolation data corresponding to 1/4 period corresponding to the amplitude ratio between the two periodic signals 
are prestored in a table 2. In the present embodiment, the number of the interpolation data in the table 2 is 128 and the 
interpolation number for each one period is 512. 

Here, the contents of the table are such that the value of an inverse tangent function is developed. Now, the inverse 
so tangent function suddenly approximates to the horizontal with 45° as the boundary. Therefore, an attempt to hold 0° to 
90° in one table would require a great capacity of the table. 

Figure 1 D is a graph in which the table of 0° to 90° when 51 2 is interpolated is taken with the interpolation value as 
the axis of ordinates and the index as the axis of abscissas. 

So, in the table, A/B is developed as index from 0° to 45°, and as to 45° to 90°, a value holding B/A as the index is 
55 changed to (the interpolation value-the value of an inverse tangent function corresponding to 45°), and these are held 
in two tables. Any one of the tables is suitably referred to with 45° as the boundary. The table at this time assumes such 
a form as shown in Figure 1 F when the interpolation value and the index are taken as the axis of ordinates and the axis 
of abscissas, respectively. Also, such use of a value less than 1 does not require the shifting process in the digital signal 
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processing of the fixed decimal point type and therefore leads to the advantage that the processing procedure can be 
remarkably simplified. 

Figure 1 E represents the format at this time. In Figure IE, (1) shows the state of the value after calculation and the 
most significant bit S represents the sign. The position of arrow represents the decimal point. Assuming that the hatched 
5 portion is the length of the table to be referred to, it corresponds to 10 bits when for example, the length of the table is 
1024. When this is shifted so as to be arranged from the least significant bit as shown by (2) in Figure 1 E, if as the index, 
the table is referred to, there can be obtained an inverse tangent function value, i.e., an interpolation value. 

In Figure 2A, the periodic signals a and b from an encoder 3 which is a detector are converted from analog signals 
into digital signals by AD converters 4a and 4b, respectively, and are sent to digital signal processing means 5. In the 
w digital signal processing means 5, the amplitude ratio between the two periodic signals is calculated, whereafter a cor- 
responding address is deduced from the value of the amplitude ratio, and the interpolation value of 1 /4 period is obtained 
by reference to interpolation data stored in the table 2. 

When the magnitude relation between the two periodic signals A and B is B<A, that is, in the case of 0° to 45°, 90° 
to 135°, 180° to 225°, and 270° to 315°, Figure 1 F is referred to with B/A as the index. In the other areas, Figure 1G is 
is referred to with A/B as the index. As a result, values of 0 to 128 can be obtained as the interpolation value of 1/4 period. 
This is a second calculated value. 

In Figure 2B, a first calculated value 6a counts the number of 1/4 periods from a certain reference point with 1/4 
period as a unit, and is added to a second calculated value 6b which is the interpolation value of 1/4 period, whereby 
there can be obtained a position or angle detection signal 6. 
20 As shown in Figures 1 A and 1 B, one of the periodic signals such as a and b crosses the reference value (the median, 
or zero (0) when normalized) at each 1/4 period and therefore, from the relation between the signs of this reference 
value and the two periodic signals, there can be found the first calculated value 6a which counts 1/4 periods. These 
calculations are also effected by the digital signal processing means 5. 

In the construction as described above, to find a position or an angle, calculation can be done as follows by the use 
25 of the first calculated value 6a and the second calculated value 6b obtained in the manner described above. 

The first calculated value 6a of a position or an angle i * a weight coefficient + the second calculated value 6b, i.e., 
a value obtained by multiplying the first calculated value 6a by a weight coefficient determined by the number of inter- 
polation data, and the second calculated value 6b are added together, whereby there can be obtained a detection signal 
6 which is a position or angle signal from the reference point at interpolated accuracy. 
30 When the combination has changed skipping over the order of the state transition, it can also be judged that some 
abnormality has occurred. Such function of judging the direction of movement and the function of judging abnormality 
can also be simply realized by the digital signal processing means 5. 

While the first calculated value 6a can also be realized by the use of a comparison circuit and a coefficient device 
circuit, the offset or gain correcting function and the filter function, besides the function of judging abnormality, can also 
35 be incorporated by processing the first calculated value 6a by the digital signal processing means 5. 

As described above, in the method of the present embodiment, positional information can be obtained by a sum- 
of-product calculation comprising multiplication and addition without classification by case being done depending on the 
areas of the phases of the periodic signals. The sum-of-product calculation can be accomplished at a very high speed 
by digital signal processing and is therefore convenient for making the performance of a positioning apparatus higher, 
40 such as shortening the sample time. 

Also, the ratio between the two periodic signals is calculated and an interpolation value is obtained from an address 
(index) corresponding to the value of the ratio and therefore, in the method of the present embodiment, the capacity of 
the table can be made small as compared with a method of finding an interpolation value from two addresses (indices) 
corresponding to two periodic signals. 
45 Further, the use of the ratio between the periodic signals is normalized relative to amplitude fluctuation and will 
therefore not affect the accuracy of interpolation even when the amplitude is uniformly varied by the deterioration of a 
light source, the fluctuation of a power source voltage, etc. 

Specifically, assuming that when for example, the current phase is in the third area in the first round, the ratio between 
the two periodic signals is found and 7 has been obtained as the second calculated value 6b from the interpolation data 
so in the table 2, the interpolated position or angle signal is 2 (the first calculated value) * 128 (weight coefficient) + 7 (the 
second calculated value) = 263. 

Also, assuming that when the current phase is in the third area in the second round, 4 has been obtained as the 
second calculated value 6b, the interpolated position or angle signal is 6 (the first calculated value) * 128 (weight coef- 
ficient) + 4 (the second calculated value) = 772. 
55 In the digital signal processing means 5, processing is effected by a binary number comprising a combination of 0 
and 1 and therefore, when the number of interpolation data is a power of 2, the second calculated value 6b can be 
contained just enough in a number of digits required by the number of interpolation data. That is, when the second 
calculated value 6b increases by 1 after all digits have become 1 in digital expression, all the digits of the second cal- 
culated value 6b become 0 and the first calculated value 6a increases by 1 . In such a case, by substituting the first 
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calculated value 6a for the more significant digits and substituting the second calculated value 6b for the less significant 
digits, the detection signal 6 can be obtained without multiplying the first calculated value 6a by a weight coefficient. 

Also, the combination of the variations in the signs of the periodic signals a and b, i.e., the order of the state transition, 
is determined by the direction of movement, as shown in Figure 1 B. Accordingly, if the transition of the signs is observed, 
5 the direction of movement of the position or angle can be known. Also, by using a digital signal processing element, in 
addition to the calculating function of finding the ratio between the two periodic signals and the function of detecting 
abnormality, additional functions such as the process of correcting the offset or the amplitude (gain), the process of 
correcting a phase error and the filter function can be given and therefore, there can be provided an apparatus of higher 
performance at lower costs. 

10 When the number of interpolation data is a power of 2, multiplication can be substituted simply by the movement of 
digits and therefore, even the above-described sum-of-product calculation becomes unnecessary and a higher speed 
positioning process becomes possible. 
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(Second Embodiment) 



Figure 3 represents a second embodiment of the interpolation method for a position or angle signal according to 
the present invention. 

In the first embodiment, the table is symmetrical with respect to the maximum point of the index and therefore, if 
the reference method is changed, the table can be reduced to half. That method will hereinafter be described. 

20 In Figure 3, a circle 1 1 represent phases obtained from two periodic signals as in the first embodiment, and numerals 
in the circle 1 1 each indicate what area in 1/8 period when a phase corresponding to a period is divided into eight. Also, 
in a table 12, there are prestored interpolation data for 1/8 period corresponding to the amplitude ratio between the two 
signals, and in the present embodiment, the number of the interpolation data in the table 12 is 16 and the number of 
interpolations for each one period is 128. 

25 To detect the 1/8 period of the periodic signal, phases of which the absolute values are equal to each other can be 
calculated in addition to the time when one of the two periodic signals crosses zero (0). Also, as regards the function of 
judging abnormality, a state transition chart similar to that in the first embodiment is obtained by comparing the signs 
and magnitudes of absolute values of the two periodic signals. 

In the other points, the method of the second embodiment is similar to the method of the first embodiment. 

30 In such a method, even if the number of the interpolation data stored in the table 2 is the same as that in the first 
embodiment, the number of interpolations per period can be made twice as great as that in the first embodiment. 

(Third Embodiment) 

35 The interpolation methods described above premise that there is no offset of signals and the amplitudes of the 
signals are equal to each other and the phase difference between the signals is exactly 90°. If these premises break, 
the angle or displacement corresponding to a pulse of the result of interpolation will become unequal in value and 
accuracy will not be ensured. 

With the encoder, it is difficult to completely adjust the amplitudes, offset and phases at the stage of manufacture 

40 and variations with time are unavoidable and therefore, to maintain the accuracy of the result of interpolation, some 
correction is necessary. It is desirable that the correction be done automatically without resorting to man power. 

In the present invention, provision is made of analog-to-digital converting means and the interpolation value is found 
by digital signal processing and therefore, the other functions than the function of finding the interpolation value can be 
given. 

45 Figure 6 shows a third embodiment of the present invention and illustrates the correction of amplitudes and offset. 
The reference numeral 40 designates a signal amplifier capable of varying the amplification rate, and the reference 
numeral 41 denotes a signal determining the amplification rate. 

Figure 7A is a graph illustrating the way of finding an amplitude correction coefficient. 

First, the correction coefficient is set to a value smaller than a regular value, and the encoder is moved to thereby 
so find a maximum value and a minimum value within a certain range. These operations are performed in digital signal 
processing means relative to the AD-converted digital amount. In the following description, it is to be understood that 
the central value of the signal is zero and the minimum value has the sign of minus. 

The correction coefficient when adjustment to the amplitude of 80% of the full scale is desired can be found by: 

55 Correction coefficient = (0.8 * the amplitude of the full scale)/((maximum value - minimum value)/2). 

The reason why a smallish correction coefficient is set during the measurement of the maximum and minimum 
values is that it is not saturated when the amplitude is greater than the standard. 
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If the amplification rate is set by this correction coefficient, both A phase and B phase will assume an amplitude of 
80% of the amplitude of the full scale. 

The purpose of giving allowance for 100% is to enable the center to cope with deviating from zero by offset. 

It is also possible to carry out the amplitude correction in the digital signal processing means, but the amplitude 
5 correction is done before conversion in order to effectively use the range of AD conversion. 

The offset correcting method will now be described. Figure 7B shows a signal including offset. 0 deviates from the 
center. A indicates the maximum value and B indicates the minimum value. The maximum value + the minimum value 
represent the lower solid line in Figure 7B, and a half of this is the center of the signal. Accordingly, the offset correction 
value can be found by: 

w 

Offset correction coefficient = (maximum value + minimum value)/2. 

As regards offset correction, after AD conversion, the calculation of the correction coefficient is effected in the digital 
signal processing means. 

15 

Modified value = converted value - offset correction value 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

20 In the third embodiment, it has been described that the amplitude and offset can be corrected to desirable values, 
that is, can be normalized. 

In the interpolation method of the present invention, the values of the two AD-converted signals are used as the 
base and therefore, it is also necessary to normalize the phase relation between the signals. Description will hereinafter 
be made of the normalization of the phase relation, i.e., the phase correction. 
25 The following premises that the amplitude and offset are normalized, and this has already been described in the 
third embodiment and is therefore a reasonable premise. 

Figure 8 shows the construction of a fourth embodiment of the present invention. 

The reference numeral 3 designates a signal generating apparatus generating two periodic signals in conformity 
with a variation in the position or angle, for example, an encoder, the reference numeral 40 denotes a variable amplifier 
30 capable of varying the amplification rate by a signal from digital signal processing means and keeping the amplitudes 
of the signals from the signal generating apparatus 3 equal to each other, the reference numeral 30 designates periodic 
signals converted into electrical signals, the reference numeral 4 denotes AD converting means, and the reference 
numeral 5 designates digital signal processing means. 

The variable amplifier 40 can calculate an appropriate amplification rate from the maximum and minimum values 
35 of the periodic signals 30 by the digital signal processing means 5. 

Figure 9 is a graph illustrating the phase relation between the two periodic signals 30, and the amplitudes of these 
signals are adjusted by the variable amplifier 40 so as to become equal to each other. 

The reference character 30b designates a first periodic signal of the two periodic signals which is the reference, the 
reference character 30a-1 denotes a second periodic signal when there is no phase error, the phase difference of this 
40 second periodic signal from the first periodic signal being 90°, the reference character 30a-2 designates the second 
periodic signal when the phase error 8 is S, and the reference character 6 denotes a point of intersection when there is 
no phase error, this point of intersection assuming a sine or cosine value at 45° when the value of the maximum amplitude 
is 1 .0 (this value is DEG45). The reference numeral 7 designates a point of intersection when there is a phase error 8, 
and this amplitude is CROSSAB. 
45 The way of obtaining CROSSAB will first be described by the use of a flow chart. 

These processes are carried out by the digital signal processing means 5 on the basis of the value converted into 
a digital signal by AD converting means in each predetermined sampling period. 
Figure 10 shows a flow chart of a first method for finding the point of intersection. 

At SO, the mode for detecting the point of intersection is entered. At S1 , the digital converted values of the periodic 
so signals are obtained during each sampling. At S2, the absolute value of the difference between the values of the two 
periodic signals is compared with a predetermined threshold value ERR. At S3, nothing is done because there is no 
point of intersection when the absolute value of the difference is greater than E RR. At S4, the absolute value of the value 
of A or B is defined as the value CROSSAB of the point of intersection when the absolute value of the difference is 
smaller than ERR. At S5, the above-described operations are repeated until the mode for detecting the point of inter- 
55 section is passed through. 

The value of CROSSAB when the mode for detecting the point of intersection has been passed through is defined 
as the value of the point of intersection. In the mode for detecting the point of intersection the correction of the phase is 
not effected. That is, the phase difference is set to 0. 

A second method of obtaining CROSSAB will now be described by the use of a flow chart shown in Figure 1 1 . 



7 



EP000704678A1 [http://www.qetthepatent.com/Login. dog/5andreski/@37 1 1% 2D000120U$NP/Fetch/EP000704678A1 .cpc?fromCache=1part=maintooiPage 8 of 24 

• • t 

■ l» 



EP0 704 678A1 

At S6, the mode for detecting the point of intersection is entered. At S7, a sufficiently great value is set as ERRMIN. 
At S8, the digital converted values of the periodic signals are obtained during each sampling. At S9, the absolute value 
of the difference is compared with ERRMIN. At S10, nothing is done because there is no point of intersection when the 
absolute value of the difference is greater than ERRMIN. At S1 1 , when the absolute value of the difference is smaller 
5 than ERRMIN, the absolute value of the difference at this time is defined the value of new ERRMIN and the value of A 
or B is defined as CROSSAB. At S12, the processes from S8 are repeated until the mode for detecting the point of 
intersection is passed through. The value of CROSSAB when the mode for detecting the point of intersection has been 
passed through is defined as the value of the point of intersection. 

A method of obtaining a phase error from the value CROSSAB of the amplitude of the point of intersection will now 
w be described with reference to Figure 1 2. 

Straight lines when the periodic signals 30a-1, 30a-2 and 30b are line-approximated by a differential coefficient at 
45° are defined as 9a, 9b and 10a, respectively. 

When the value of the point of intersection 7 is CROSSAB, a half of the length of the base of a triangle surrounded 
by 9a, 9b and 10a can be obtained by 

15 

5/2 = (CROSSAB - DEG45) + DEG45. (1) 

When a line parallel to 10a and passing through the point of intersection between the axis of abscissas 1 1 and 
9b is defined as 10b, a triangle surrounded by 1 1 , 10b and 9b and the triangle surrounded by 9a, 9b and 10a are the 
20 same and therefore, 6 which is the length of the base, i.e., the phase error 8 can be found by doubling the value found 
by expression (1). 

Description will now be made of a method of finding the periodic signal 30a- 1 free of a phase error from the periodic 
signal 30a-2 having the phase error 6. 

3b is defined as A = cose , 3a-1 is defined as B = sine and 3a-2 is defined as B* = sin(e + 6) . 
25 Correcting the phase is making the measured value B' including a phase error into B free of a phase error. From 
the formula of a trigonometric function, B' can be decomposed as follows: 

B' = sin(e + 6) = sine cos6 + cose sin5 (2) 

30 =Bcos6+AsinB 

Accordingly, B can be obtained from the following expression by the use of sins and cos5 found from the measured 
values A, B' and the phase error 6. 

35 B = (B- AsinS) + cos5 (3) 

Accordingly, to effect correction, the values of the coefficients sinS and cosB must be obtained. 
So, description will now be made of a method of finding the correction coefficients sins and cosS from the phase 
error 6. 

40 By the utilization of the nature that sin6 is substantially equal to 6 when 5 is in the vicinity of 0, sinS is approximated 
by 6. From the relation that sin26 + cos26 = 1 , cosB can be found by the calculation of 

COS6 = (1 - 6 2 ) 1/2 . (4) 

45 The calculation of the square root is done by the use of a function is the digital signal processing, by placing a ■ 1 - 6 2 , 
and obtaining the solution of x 2 - 6 = 0 by repeating the approximate calculation of newton's method. As the frequency 
of repetition, a method of judging convergence and ending the repetition is usual, but when the presence and conver- 
gency of the solution are known so as to find the value of the square root and it is desired to terminate the calculation 
during the sampling period, the frequency of the repetitive calculation can be predetermined and the approximate cal- 

so culation can be terminated when the calculation has been done by that frequency. 

The approximate values of sinS and cosS found in the above-described manner are substituted for sinS and cos6 of 
expression (3) to thereby effect phase correction. The approximate values of sinS and cosS which are the correction 
coefficients are constant values after the correction error 6 has been found, and can therefore be sufficiently calculated 
during the sampling. 

55 If the correction coefficients are stored (preserved) in a memory backed up by a battery or a non-volatile memory 
or the like, the correction error can be corrected by the last correction coefficients during the closing of a power source 
switch without the values of the correction coefficients being lost even if the power source switch is opened. 
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(Fifth Embodiment) 

A fifth embodiment of the present invention will now be described. The construction of this embodiment is the same 
as that of the fourth embodiment. The two methods of finding the point of intersection in this embodiment are also the 
5 same as those in the fourth embodiment. 

Description will hereinafter be made of the way of finding a phase error and so on with reference to Figure 9. 

The periodic signals when there is no phase error intersect each other at 45° and therefore, the phase at this time 
is rc/4 radian. Likewise, the phase of the point of intersection when the phase error is 5 is defined as 6c. 

To find the phase 6c of the point of intersection, an inverse trigonometric function of cosine is necessary. The inverse 
w trigonometric function of cosine of about 45° is made into a table. In the table 1 of Figure 13A, there is shown a case 
where the range of ±5° about 45° is covered. When the table 1 is referred to with the value of the point of intersection 
CROSSAB as the index, the phase 6c of the point of intersection can be found. The phase difference 6 is obtained from 
the following expression: 

• 

15 5 = (0C - 7i/4) * 2 (5) 

Description will now be made of a method of obtaining a correction coefficient from a phase error. 
The table has the relation between the sine and cosine of about 0°. The relation between the sine and the cosine 
is put into tables 2 and 3 shown in Figures 13B and 13C, respectively. These figures represent a case where a range 
20 up to +5° is covered. With 6 as the index, the values of sins and cos5 can be obtained from the tables. The capacity of 
the tables can also be reduced to half by the utilization of the symmetry of sin and cos with respect to 0° (sin is equal 
in absolute value and differs in sin, and cos is of the same value irrespective of the sin of 6). 
This value is substituted for expression (3) to thereby correct the phase. 

The preservation of the correction coefficient can also be done in the same way as in the fourth embodiment. 

25 

(Sixth Embodiment) 

The above fourth and fifth embodiments have been described with respect to a case where the calculation of the 
trigonometric function and inverse trigonometric function can not be done directly, but greater simplicity can be accom- 
30 plished when the trigonometric function can be calculated. That case will hereinafter be described. The way of obtaining 
the point of intersection in this embodiment is the same as that in the fourth embodiment. 

If the inverse trigonometric function can be calculated, the phase of the point of intersection can be calculated as 

6c = cos-1 (CROSSAB) (6) 

35 

and therefore, the difference between this value and 45° (n/4) corresponds to a half of the phase difference to be found 
and thus, it can be substituted for expression (5) to thereby find 5. 

The correction coefficient can also be obtained because sin5 and cos5 can be calculated. 

Accordingly, if the values of sinS and cos6 are applied to expression (3), the phase can be corrected. 
40 The preservation of the correction coefficient can also be done in the same way as in the fourth embodiment. 

In the fourth embodiment, description has been made of the method of finding both of the phase difference detection 
and the correction coefficient by approximate calculation, and in the fifth embodiment, description has been made of 
the method of obtaining the two by reference to the tables, and in the third embodiment, description has been made of 
the method of obtaining the two by a function, but it is of course also possible to effect the phase difference detection 
45 by reference to the tables and find the correction coefficient by approximate calculation or combine them arbitrarily to 
thereby realize it. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

so In the fourth to sixth embodiments, the phase error has been found from the point of intersection between two 
periodic signals, but in this embodiment, description will be made of a method of obtaining with one periodic signal as 
the reference, a phase error from the amplitude of the other periodic signal in a certain phase. Description will be made 
with reference to Figure 9. It is to be understood that 30b is a reference signal. As an example, description will be made 
of a method of measuring the amplitude of 30a when the reference signal assumes an amplitude 1 . The value of 30a 

55 when the phase error 8 is 0 is 0 as indicated by 30a-1 . When the phase error is such as indicated by 30a-2, the value 
of the amplitude assumes a point indicated by 13 (the amplitude at this time is defined as CROSSZ). As described in 
the first to third embodiments, there are three methods of finding the phase error 8 from this CROSSZ. 
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Method 1 : In the approximation by linearization, value of CROSSZ when the phase error is 6 is sin6 and therefore, 
the value of sin5 is defined as an approximate value by approximation converse to the case described in 
the derivation of the correction coefficient of the fourth embodiment. 

Method 2: The inverse trigonometric function of sine in the vicinity of 0° is had in the table, and with CROSSZ as the 
index, the table is referred to, thereby finding the value of 6. The table is similar to the table of Figure 13 
and has 0° as the center in contrast with the table 1 which has 45° as the center. 

Method 3: An inverse trigonometric function is calculated to obtain the phase error by the following expression: 

8 = sin " 1 (CROSSZ) (7) 



If the phase error 8 is found by one of the above-described three methods, the correction coefficient can be derived 
by the method described in the fourth to the sixth embodiments and the calculation of phase correction can be executed. 
The preservation of the correction coefficient can also be done as in the fourth embodiment. 
The invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing from the spirit or essential characteristics 
15 thereof. The above-described embodiments are therefore to be considered in all respects as illustrative and not restric- 
tive, the scope of the invention being indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing description and all 
changes which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are therefore intended to be embraced 
therein. 

This invention relates to a method of and an apparatus for detecting the amount of displacement of an object by the 
20 use of two periodic signals having a predetermined phase difference therebetween which are outputted in conformity 
with the displacement of the object. The apparatus has means for detecting the two periodic signals, means for calculating 
the ratio between the two periodic signals, and means for obtaining the amount of displacement of the object from the 
value of the ratio by reference to prestored data. 

25 Claims 

1 . A displacement amount detecting method of detecting the amount of displacement of an object by the use of two 
periodic signals having a predetermined phase difference therebetween which are outputted in conformity with the 
displacement of said object comprising the steps of: 

30 detecting said two periodic signals; 

calculating the ratio between said two periodic signals; and 

obtaining the amount of displacement of said object from the value of said ratio by reference to prestored data. 

2. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of making the amplitudes of said detected two periodic 
35 signals substantially equal to each other. 

3. The method according to Claim 1 , wherein said calculating step has the step of replacing denominator and numerator 
with each other so that said ratio may be less than 1 in conformity with the magnitudes of said periodic signals. 

40 4. The method according to Claim 3, wherein said prestored data have data corresponding to 1 1B period of said periodic 
signals. 

5. The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the step of correcting the phases of said two periodic signals 
into said predetermined phase difference. 



6. The method according to Claim 1, wherein the number of said prestored data is a power of 2. 



7. A displacement amount detecting apparatus for detecting the amount of displacement of an object by the use of 
two periodic signals having a predetermined phase difference therebetween which are outputted in conformity with 
so the displacement of said object comprising: 

means for detecting said two periodic signals; 

means for calculating the ratio between said two periodic signals; and 

means for obtaining the amount of displacement of said object from the value of said ratio by reference to 
prestored data. 



8. The apparatus according to Claim 7, further having means for making the amplitudes of said detected two periodic 
signals substantially equal to each other. 
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9. The apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein said calculating means has means for replacing denominator and 
numerator with each other so that said ratio may be less than 1 in conformity with the magnitudes of said periodic 
signals. 

5 10. The apparatus according to Claim 9, wherein said prestored data have data corresponding to 1/8 period of said 
periodic signals. 

11. The apparatus according to Claim 7, further having means for correcting the phases of said two periodic signals 
into said predetermined phase difference. 

w 

12. The apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein the number of said prestored data is a power of 2. 
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